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MONTHLY UPDATE ON WHAT’S HAPPENING IN ROOM 11
NOVEMBER EDITION
WOW! These months are going by so quickly! I am so thankful that we are still present at

school, and that I have a class that makes me enjoy coming to school each day! Read what
the students are thankful for below.

RELIGION
We had our second class mass this month focusing on Saint Francis Cabrini. Father Gabriel
had the students form Noah's ark to help him with his homily. Hopefully you were able to
watch it on the school's Facebook. Our next (and last!) class Mass will be on March 5. We are
praying that maybe by then we will be able to have family members and friends attend that
Mass in person.

ADVENT

Our school Advent theme this year is HIS name is... The Advent prayer services will be on
Mondays at 10:15. You may watch them on our school Facebook page live. The fth graders
are in charge of the prayer service on December 21.

SOCIAL STUDIES
This month we nished our study of Economics and are starting a unit on the pioneers who
traveled the Oregon Trail. We are also participating in a postcard exchange so we spent some
time writing our Iowa postcards. These will be sent to other schools in the United States. So
far we have received a postcard from Georgia.

SCIENCE
Today we started a new unit in science. Our next topic is Spaceship Earth - Sun, Moon, Stars,
and Planets.
Taken from Mystery Science: This astronomy unit helps students develop a new perspective
on the world they’re standing on. They will be given evidence that the Earth beneath our feet is
actually moving through space, both spinning on its axis, and traveling in a great orbit around
the Sun. They will see how these movements account for the patterns we see in our sky (the
paths of our Sun across the sky, the changing seasons, and the changing constellations).
Accompanying us on this journey are the Moon and planets, which the students will observe
have their own patterns of movement in the sky.
Below are some pictures from activities completed in the last unit, the Web of Life.

MATH
We are continuing our study of decimals. We just nished multiplying decimals and will now
start dividing them. We hope to be nished with decimals before Christmas.
Keep encouraging your child to practice the skills they have trouble with on IXL. I do feel that it
has made a difference for those who have practiced on there. Since we are starting division of
decimals, it might be a good idea to review 1-digit and 2-digit division on IXL.

READING
In reading we have been working on improving our reading test scores. The questions on the
tests are very rigorous and prove to be challenging to many.
Remind your child to read!! Reading books for enjoyment is great practice for becoming a
better reader!! You might want to ask how many books your child has read for the 40 book
challenge. We actually have some who have achieved that challenge already and others are
close!! Those students usually do very well on the reading tests! Food for thought...

BOOK FAIR
A reminder that a virtual book fair is going on right now for St. Mary School. If you would like
to order, click on the link below. Books make great Christmas presents!! :) It will be open until
December 6th, and the books will ship free to your home.

Come to Our Book Fair!

Come to Our Book Fair!

www.scholastic.com

STUDENTS SPEAK...
This year I am most thankful for...
...being able to go to school.
...how my family stayed safe during this hard time.
...being at school and having school instead of being quarantined.
...my family and friends, animals and pets, and the world.
...amazing friends and a great teacher.
...food.
...all my teachers and classmates and for all the things that we get in school.
...a good life.
...having school.
...my family.
...my family and friends because they have made me so happy and made everything so good.
They have made this year so good.
...my family to love me and my friends to support me and of course my pets to comfort me.
...being able to come back to school and being able to see and hang out with all my friends
and family.
...family and friends, animals, being in school, not having COVID, having a roof over my head,
and having a family that loves me.
...my dog, Mack, and my wonderful family, including my mom, that we got through COVID-19.
...my family, my dog, my grandma, Randy, my bunny, food, masks, and my dog, Trigger.
...the opportunity to go to school, my health, and everyone who play a role in my life.
...getting to go to school in person.
...my parents.
...having my family home and healthy and that my sister is close.

CHRISTMAS GIFT EXCHANGE
We will be having a Christmas Gift Exchange among the students at our Christmas party on
December 22. The class voted to draw the name of a speci c person. They are to purchase a
gift around $10 for the person whose name that they drew. This is the only gift that they will be
giving their person. They may bring the gift at any time and put it under our classroom
Christmas tree.
Many thanks also to those parents who volunteered to send treats in December.

LOOKING AHEAD...
December 4 - Casual for a Cause (donate $1 or more and dress casual for Mass)
December 7 - Advent Prayer Service
December 14 - Advent Prayer Service
December 21 - Advent Prayer Service (5th grade presenting)
December 22 - Class Christmas Gift Exchange and Party
December 23-January 3 - Christmas Vacation
January 4 - Classes resume

